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bignefs ofche Sea-Salt made by Fire ; bat ours is of thefizeof a 
Pepper-grain,and of a Cubical fhape. 

The Mariihes are preferv’d from one year to another by over¬ 
flowing them, fo that the water be near a foot high above the 
Marifhes. 

There are Mariihes , that are not feparated from the Sea but 
by a ditch of ao, or 30. foot largeothers are further diftiiK,re- 
ceiving the Water by Channels, that are made according to 
the Scituation of the Marifh;s. To preferve this Ditch, it is 
ftrengthened with ftones from the foot to the top, as we ufe to 
pave ftreets. 

The Timber of the Mariihes, if it be of good Oak, keeps 
near thirty years $ but there is- ufed but little Wood, all the 
Ditches and Apertures being done with ftones. 

An Anfwer 

to fome Inquiries concerning the Eruptions of Mount vEtna, An. 

1 669 . Communicated by feme Inquifitive Englifb Merchant 
novo refiding in Sicily. 

T ouching the Forerunners of this Fire, there was, for the 
fpaceof 1 8. days , before it broke out, a very thick 
dark sky in thofe parts, with Thunder and lightning and fre¬ 
quent Concuflions of rheE irth , which the people make terri¬ 
ble reports of, though I never fiw nor heard of any Buildings 
caft down thereby, fave a fmal rown or village, call’d Nicole } 
about halfe a mile diftant from the New Mouth, and fomefuch 
other-flight Buildings among thofe Towns, that were after 
over-run by the Fire. Beftdes, it was obferv’d th tie Old top 
or Mouth of v/Etna did, for 2. or 3. months before, nge more 
thanufual? the like of which did Vokan and Strombilo , two 
Burning Ifhnds to the Weft-ward. And rhe toy of ,yF.tna muft 
about the fame time have funk down into its old For ago ■ >r hole, 
in that disagreed by all, that had feen this mountain before, 
that it was very much lower’d. Other Forerunners of this Fire 
lhave not heard nor met with. 

It firfl broke out on the Eleventh of March 669, about two 
hours before night, and that on the SM.h-Eail-Gde or skirt of 
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the Mountain, about 20. miles beneath the Old Mouth; and 
10. miles from Catania. At flu ft it was reported to advance 3. 
miles in 24. hou s; tuc at out being there (viz,. April 5 ) when 
we were come within a fhort mile of Catania , it tcarce mov’d 
after the rate of a fu; long a day; and after this degree of pro- 
grefs it continued for 15. or 20. daysafter, palling under the 
walls of Catania a good way into the £ea * but about the latter 
end of this Month and the beginning of May ( whether it was 
that the $ea could not receive this matter Uft enough, or ra¬ 
ther that the Mouth above did caft forth a larger quantity) it 
bent all its force againft the City 5 and having wrought itfelf 
up even withtheWals thereof, over it pafs’d in divers places; 
but its chief fury fell upon a very flately Convent , which was 
that of the Benediftins , having Urge Gardens and other ground 
betwixt them and the Wall: Which when it had filled up, it 
fell with all its force on the Convent.,where it met w th ftrong re¬ 
finance, which made it fwell ( asufually icdiwhere it met with 
any ©bftru&ion ) almoft as high,as the higher Shops in the Old 
London Exchange, this Convent being budc much after 
thatfafhion, though confiderably bigger. Somepartsof this 
Wall were driven in, whole and entire,almoft a foot, as appear¬ 
ed by the rifing of the tyles in the midft of the floor, 
and bending of the Iron-barrs that went crofs above. And’tis 
certain, had this Torrent fallen in fome other part of the Town, 
it would have made great havock amongft their ordinary Buil¬ 
dings, but here its fury ceaftd the 4, of May> run ing hence 
forward in little channels or ftreims, and that chiefly into the 
Sea. It had overwhelmed in the upland contry fome 14. Towns 
and villages, whereof fome were of go d note, contai ing 3 
or 4 thou and Inhabitants, and flood m a very fruitful and plea- 
fant Country, where the Fire had never made any devsftmon 
before: bur now there is not fo much as any fign, where fuch 
Towns have flood; only the Church and Steeple of one of them; 
wh:'c! flood alone upon an high ground,does ftill appeare. 

As to the matter, which thus ran, it was nothing elfe, but 
divets kinds of Metals and Minerals, rendred liquid by the 
fiercen.fs of theFi e in the bowels of the Earth, boyling up 
and guflcng rorth, Lke the water doth at the head of feme great 
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River j and having run in a full body for a good scones caft 
or more, thecxtresmities thereof began to cruft and cur- 
dle,becoraing, when cold, thofe hard porous Scones, which 
the people call Sciarri, having the neareft refemblance to huge 
Cakes of fea-cole 5 full of a fierce Fire, Thefecame rolingand 
tumbling over one another, and where they met with a bank, 
would fill up and fwellover, by their weight bearing down any 
common building, and burning up what was combuftible. The 
chief motion of this matter was forward, but it was alfo dilating 
it felf, as a Floud of Water would doe on even ground, thrus¬ 
ting out feverall Armes, or Tongues, as they call them. 

About 2. or 3. of the Clock in the night we mounted an 
h'gh Tower in Catania , whence we had a full view of the 
Mouth • which was a terrible fight, viz. to fee fo great a mafs 
or body of meer Fire. Next morning we would have gone up 
to the Mouth itfelf, but durft not come nearer than a furlong 
off, for feare of being overwhelmed by a fudden turn of the 
wind, which carried up into the Airfome of that raft pillar of 
Afhes, which toourapprehenfion exceeded twice the bignefs 
of Pauls Steeple in London, and went up in a ftreight body to a 
farr greater highc than that 5 the whole Air being thereabout all 
cover’d with thelighceft ofthofe Afhes blown off from the top 
of this pillar: And from the firft breaking forth of the Fire untill 
its fury ceafed ( bring 54. days ) neither Sun nor Scarr were feen 
in all that part. 

From the outfide of this p liar fell off great quintity ofstoaes, 
bur none very bigg, neither cou’d wedifeernany Fire in them, 
nor come to fee, where that fiery fluff broke ouc, there being 
a great bank or hill of Afhes betwixt it and us. 

At rhe Mouth, whence iffued the Fire, or Afhes,or both, 
was acontinu dnoife, like the beating of great waves of the 
Sea aeainft R( cks , or like thunder a farr off, which fome- 
times I hive heard here in Mesfwa , though fiturted at the foot 
of h : gh hils and 60, miles off. It hath alfo been heard 100. 
miles Norcvvard of this place, in Calabria ( as I have been cre¬ 
dibly informed,) whither the Afnes have alfo beencarried .• And 
ftmeof oar feamen have alfo reported, that their decks were 
covered therewith at Zant, the ugh its likely net very thick, 
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Of thofe Burnt Stones or Sciarri ^ I hivefome by me of di¬ 
vers qualities, and (hall procure what more I can, to be fenc 
by the firft paffage. 

About the middle of May we made another journey thither, 
where we found the face of things much altered,the City of Cata¬ 
nia being threequarters of it compafTed round with thefe Sciarri , 
as high as the top of the Wals 5 and in many places it had broke 
over. The firft n : ghtof cur arrival a new ftreameor gutter of 
Fire broke forth among fome Sciarri , which we were wal¬ 
king upon an hour or two before, and they were as high 
as to be even with the top of the Wall, It powred itfelf 
down into the Citty in a fmall gutter of about 3. foot broad , 
and 9 .foot longofmeer Fire, the extremities ftill falling off 
into thofe Sciarri * but this ftreame was extindfc by the next 
morning , though it had filled up a great void place with its 
Sciarri. The next night was another much bigger Channel dik- 
covered, powring itfelf over another part of the Wall into the 
Caftle-ditch, which continued (as we were informed) fome 
days after our departure. D.versof thofe fmal Rtvolets did run 
at the fame time into the St a, and it does fo ftill at this very 
day, though faintly. 

It was obftrved, that thofe ftreams of Fire never grew broa¬ 
der nor vifibly longer, nor moved out of the place, they were 
feen in 5 which put us a little more to examine their working,and 
we did conclude, that not only than, but in the fury alfo of 
its running, it made itfelf certain crufted gutters to run in, to 
keep itfelf, as ’twere from the Air, which by degrees did cool 
and fix it, as more plainly appear’d above at the Mouth,where, 
the firft time of our going thither, we found the Sciarri ge¬ 
nerally thus coold an i fixt. And hence alfo it might proceed, 
that thefe live Sciarri , meeting with any bank Or high ground, 
would puff and fwell up, till they had overcome it- fo that in 
many places, efptciallyunder the Wals of Catania, were Val- 
lys of thofe Sciarri , and the Fire never brok forth, or dif- 
covered itfelf in thofe ftreams, until it had gain’d its hight 5 
for thofe rivolets ever went declining. 

Having fpent a couple of days about Catania , we “gain 
went up to the Mouth , where now without any danger of Fire 
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or Afhes we could take a a free view both of the old and new 
Channel of the Fire,and of that great mountain of Allies caft up. 
That,which we gueffed to be the old bed or channel, was a 
three-corner’d plot of about 2. Acres, with a cruft of Sciarri 
at the bottom, and upon that a fmal cruft or furfaceof Brim- 
ft one. It was hedg’d in on each fide with a great bank or hill 
of Allies, and behind and at the upper end rofe up that huge 
mountain of the fame matter. Between thofe two banks the 
Firefeemsto have had itspaflage, At the upper end in the 
nook upon a little hillock of crufted Sciarri was an hole about 
id. foot wide, whence ’tis probable the Fire iffiied ; and it 
might have hid feveral other fuch holes, fince either culled 
over or covered with allies. At the bottom of this hole the 
Fire was feento flow along, and belcw it was a channel of fire, 
beneath that furface of Sciarri , which being cleft a top for fome 
fpace, we had an eafy and leifurable view of the metal flowing 
along, whofe fuperficies might be a yard broad, though polfi- 
bly it carried a greater breadth underneath, the gutter goin® 
Hoping. What depthichad,wecould not guefsrit was impene- 
trableby Iionhooks andotheiTnftrumtnts we had. We were 
verydefirous to have got fome of this matter at the spring 
head, but we a uld penetrate no more into it, then with ones 
finger into the palme of the hand. ’Tis likely, that fome run¬ 
ning may have been more yielding, than we found this. From 
this channel^butefpecially from that hole above it, iflued great 
ftore of a ft rong fulfureousfmoak, wherewith fome of our com¬ 
pany were at firft aimoft ftifled through inadvertency. Abouc 
once in a quarter of an hour there would rife a pillar of fmoak 
or allies, but nothing comparable to the former $ which feem’d 
to come from the middle top of that new made Mountain. I 
confefs, it was an omiflion in us, not to goe up to this moun¬ 
tain , being fo near 5 but becaufe it wis troublefome and not 
without danger, the reft of the company being latisfieJ with 
what they had already feen,would not ftay to fee any more. 

At this our laft being at Catania we found the people bufyia 
barricading the ends of fome ftrtets and palfages, where they 
thorght the fire might break in ; and this they did by pulling 
down the old houfes thereabout, and laying up the Ioofe ftones 
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in manner of a wall, which they faid would refift the fire as sac - 
being mixt with lime* though it was the great weight and force 
of that fiery matter in preffing forward, and not its burning, 
that overthrew the buildings, as plainly appeared in the Con¬ 
vent of the Bencditfins , and in the Town-wals, where the 
great deluge of Fire did pour it felf 5 it not breaking into the 
City,but pouring it felf over the wals, as hath been faid. 

Unto this very time ’tis faid to have rua a mile into the Sea, 
and as much in front, though it was much lefs, when we were 
there. The fhore goes gently declining, having at the extre~ 
mity of the Sciarri about 5. fathoms, an i about half as much 
they are above water. 

The fupei ficies of the water,for 20. foot or more of thofe ri- 
volets of fire, was hotter than to endure on’s hand inir, though 
deeper it was more temperate,and thofe live Sciarri M 1 retain’d 
their fire under water, as we faw, when theSu gesof the Sea 
retreated back in their ordinary reverberations. 

The general face of thefe Sciarri is in fome refpeft not much 
unlike, from the beginning to the end , to the river otThams 
inagteat froft at the top of the Jce above bridge I mean, r y : ng 
after fuch a rugg’d manner in great flakes: but its color is qaite 
different, being moft of a dark dusky blew, and fome ftonej or 
rocks of a vaft bignefs,clofe and folid. 

But notwithftanding their ruggednefs, and ft re of fire, which 
we could fee glowing in the clefts and cavaties, we made a fltifc 
to ramole over a good part of them ^ as’tis faid alfo, that peo¬ 
ple would doe the fame in its greateft violence of burning. For 
as thofe live Sciarri , and thofe Rivers of fire themfelves were 
fo tough and impenetrable as to bear any weight, fo the fuper- 
ficies of the Sciarri might be tcucht and handled, the fire be- 
ing inward , and not to be d feerned but near hand, efpeci- 
daily in the day time: An! 'twas fomewhata ftrange fight to 
ftefogreata Rrer come fo tamely forward; for, as it approa¬ 
ched unto any houf;, they not only at good leifure removed 
their goods, but the very tiles, and beams, and what elfe was 
moveable. 

'Tis obfervable, that none of thofe, that went to fee it, when 
there was little elfe to be feen but the cold Sciari , but declared 
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to have found itamuch other thing, than they imagined,though 
related to them viva voce, by thofe who had formerly been 
there. 

I (hill add, that the whole country from the very Walls of 
Catania to 20. miles on this fide is full of thofe old Sciarri, which 
former Eruptions Invecaft f irth, though the people remew- 
ber none fo bigg as this laft, or that hurft out fo low. This 
Country is notwithftndiag well cultivated and inhabited; fi>u 
length of rime h uh either mollified nv ch of thofe old Sciarri , or 
new mould or allies have ove grown them 5 though there (hi! 
rema : n> much Country, which, it may be, vvi l never be mid: 
ferviceable. 

What is the perptnaicuVir bight of this Mountain, I cannot 
learn. U c mnot perhaps be rightly taken , being fo fubjeft to 
alter its height and ill ;pe. But it is a very goodly Mountain to 
look upon, as one pali’esby Sz a to the Raft-ward,(landing alone 
byitfelf, rifing from the very (bore; and at (h )rceft paffiigeis 
reckoned 20. miles up to the top,.thoagh from Catania it hath 
50. miles,as before, 

An account of tiv3 Books 

T. DISCOURS de M.ST E NON fur L* AN AT G* 
MIE du C ERFE AU. A Paris 16*9. in 12. 

I N the beginning of this Difcouife the Auhor reprefents,thit 
thofe, who fearchafter folid knonledge,,will find nothing 
fatisfnftory in all that hath been hitherto written concerning the 
Brain: that all, which Anatomifts agree in, is only, that it 
confifts of cwo Subftanc s, a Wliite and a Grayi(h,and that the 
former is continued with the Nerves, that are diftributed 
through the whole £>dy; and the latter ferves in fome places 
for a kind of Cortex to the White, and in others, fevers the 
white filaments from one another. But that they arc yet igno¬ 
rant:, what thofefubftancesare; in what manner the Nerves 
are Joyned in the White ; and how farr their extreamities ad- 
van :e in it; from which dlfpofition yet depends all the diver¬ 
sity and variety cf our fenfaticns and motions. Andasfor 
th cFcntriclcs or Cavities of she Brain, he affirmes them to be 
»o lets unknown > ihar. its Sabftonce 3 fome Anatomifts lodg- 



